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The Economic Zone on the West Coast of the Taiwan Strait (EZWCTS) is 
situated in the middle of the Pearl River Delta and the Yangtze River Delta facing 
Taiwan Province across the sea. It is an important transport hub in the eastern coastal 
areas and a window for communicating with Taiwan Province. So it has unique 
geographical advantages and great potential for growth. Since the strategy of 
developing the Economic Zone on the West Coast of the Taiwan Strait was put 
forward in 2004, it has achieved great success; but it still faces some challenges and 
problems. As the principal part of the zone, the government of Fujian Province has 
proposed strategies to construct two pioneering regions which are fully supported by 
central government in 2007. It is a crucial subject to figure out how to combine local 
development potential and central government’s policy support to create new theories 
and practice model for the development of pioneering regions in the west coast of the 
Taiwan Strait and it also has profound significance in practice.  
This thesis combines related theories of development economics and regional 
economics and uses different analysis methods which including quantitative as well as 
qualitative analysis, comparative analysis and historical analysis, theoretical as well as 
empirical analysis. Firstly, I introduce the general situation and background of the 
Economic Zone on the West Coast of the Taiwan Strait, and then I analyze the actual 
economic situation about its achievements and problems. Based on the abundant 
regional economic development theory, I will study and establish “the pioneering 
development theory” of the Economic Zone on the West Coast of the Taiwan Strait 
and elaborate it.  
By reviewing the evolution process of regional economic development models 
and referring to the “pioneering development theory” requirements, this paper 
proposes to implement the "two-way open model" which is a new development model 
to promote the construction of the Economic Zone on the West Coast of the Taiwan 














industrial structure and unbalanced development among regions, I propose the 
following policy suggestions: (1) to achieve regional economic integration and adjust 
the industrial structure speedily; (2)to innovate inter-regional cooperation mechanisms 
and expand regional cooperation;(3) to deepen exchanges with the inland provinces 
and the Pearl River Delta and the Yangtze River Delta; (4) to enhance the level of 
cooperation with Taiwan and build a good support platform; (5) to change the foreign 
trade growth pattern and improve the level of foreign trade; (6) to innovate investment 
mechanism and optimize foreign capital structure. 
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